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Drawing on long-term ethnography with animal control workers in midsized Russian towns, this talk 
examines the task of the curator [“kurator”]: a person who personally manages legally ownerless 
dogs. Curators might themselves physically feed and care for street-dogs, or pay an animal shelter 
to keep such a dog kenneled, or crowdsource funds for vet services. The relation they have to the 
animal is formalized, but its entitlements and obligations are nowhere defined. This indeterminacy, 
the talk suggests, creates a space for personal obligation and stewardship within an otherwise hi-
ghly formalized culture of regulation.


